
 

 

 

Grand Gippsland Cycle Tour 
A wonderful 19 Day/18 Night Cycle Tour cycle tour, over 760kms, 
exploring the stunning beaches, rolling countryside, historical 
country towns and spectacular huge forests of Gippsland 
Victoria.  

Includes bikes, cycling equipment, accommodation, breakfast as 
detailed, 2 dinners, luggage transfers, spare tubes, first aid and 
repair kits. We will assist with any issues.  

Tour Itinerary: 

Sector 1 – Melbourne to Cowes. 2 days 2 nights, 82km. First Day 35km.   

On the first day of your tour Australian Cycling Holidays will meet you at your hotel, Southern Cross Station or 
the Port Melbourne pier. Before you start your journey we will go through the maps and itinerary, set you up 
with your bikes, collect your luggage and answer any questions you may have! Then off you go to cycle along 
the beautiful bayside beaches before heading into the country side to ride the Mornington Peninsula. Stay 
alongside the beach at the end of short day. Then continue your cycle through the peninsula, via the small 
towns and over the southernmost mangroves in the world to the ferry at Crib Point. You will take the ferry to 
Cowes on Phillip Island. On your night in Cowes you will be collected for a tour to the famed nightly arrival of 
the Fairy Penguins on Phillip Island.  

Sector 2 – Cowes to Welshpool following our Bass Coast and Beyond Cycle Tour. 5 Days 5 Nights, 185km. 
Incl. 1 Rest Day 

Cycle across Phillip Island to find the back country and beaches. Finish the day in Kilcunda where you will stay 
right on the beach cliffs for 2 nights. During your rest day you can explore the George Bass Coastal Walk for as 
long or as little as you like. It offers the most amazing coastal views! Then cycle the stunning Bass Coast Rail 
Trail and Bunurong cliffs to the little hamlet of Inverloch. Take a swim before you go into the green rolling 
country that southern Gippsland is famous for. Stay at Meeniyan recently voted the best country town in 
Gippsland. Cycle the Great Southern Rail Trail home to the slow food movement and small towns with great 
arts and crafts. We will meet you at the end of the Rail Trail and transport to you to your evenings 
accommodation in Balook on the Grand Ridge Road  

Sector 3 – Welshpool to Rosedale. 3 days and 3 nights. 130km.  

This is a fantastic mix of southern temperate rainforest, wonderful country towns and rolling green 
countryside. This is the hilliest and most challenging section of the ride.  You are welcome at any stage to take 
a day or half day off and join the luggage transfer which we typically do early in the afternoon. You will love 
the rolling green cycle along the southern Strzelecki Ranges to Yarram. Yarram is a great country town full of 
old buildings which time has not changed. It has great cafes and places for dinner. From Yarram you cycle up 
the range to explore the Tarra Bulga National Park. Hidden within the Strzelecki Ranges, Tarra-Bulga National 
Park features lush fern-filled gullies, giant Mountain Ash and ancient Myrtle Beech. Visitors have long enjoyed 
strolling along one of the nature walks or picnicking beside a shady fern-lined creek. At night you stay in the 
high on the Grand Ridge Road at the Tarra Guest house where dinner and breakfast is provided.  Then it's a fun 
downhill cycle to Rosedale where you will spend the night.    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sector 4 – Rosedale to Bairnsdale. 3 days and 3 nights. 170km 

From Rosedale it's off to Stratford on Avon either joining the Rail Trail or on the quiet back country roads 
following the tyre treads of the racing Rowley brothers through the real Gippsland plains with views to the 
Great Divide, crossing our rivers while enjoying the old country towns. Then it's a lovely cycle past the old 
country towns through Stratford to Bairnsdale. We will meet you for lunch at Meerlieu home the MCG, or 
Meerlieu Cricket Ground, with its expansive country views. You will finish in the historic town of Bairnsdale 
with it's beautiful mural church painted during the 1930's depression by Francesco Floreani.  

Sector 5 – Bairnsdale to Orbost. 6 days 5 nights. 195km 

Snowy River Cycling will look after you for the next 6 days and 5 nights with their specialty knowledge of the 
East Gippsland Region. This is an area of wonderful beaches, interesting history and lots of native animals. You 
cycle the East Gippsland Rail Trail with its immense trestle bridges and Gippsland Lakes Discovery Trail that 
takes you into the heart of Lakes Entrance right on the beach. You will also stay in country homesteads and the 
little township of Bruthen on the Tambo river. At the end of the Rail Trail Snowy River Cycling will transfer you 
from Orbost to Marlo. Marlo is a holiday & fishing village at the mouth of the Snowy River, popular with 
fisherman, water enthusiasts and anyone who wants a bit of seaside relaxation. You will stay at the Marlo Pub, 
one of Australia's best little hotels. It started life as a bark hut in 1875. After various additions and renovations 
it is now a sprawling and characterful weatherboard building. In the morning Snowy River Cycling will transfer 
you to Bairnsdale for your ongoing tour or return to Melbourne.  

 

 

 

 


